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WINTHROP UNIVERSITY 
LOUISE PETTUS ARCHIVES & SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
 
MANUSCRIPT COLLECTION 
 
ACC. NO:  217      PROCESSED BY:  Laurence Hull 
ADDITIONS:  ___, ___, ___     DATE:  October 22, 1979 
NO. OF SECTIONS:  2 
 
WILLIAM BARNETT AND SONS COMPANY RECORDS 
 
I 
 
 The records of William Barnett and Sons Company were Deposited via Mrs. William Barnett III and 
Mr. Benjamin H. Barnett on 30 October 1978. 
 
Linear feet of shelf space occupied:  3.00 ft.  
Approximate number of pieces:  5,000 & 66 Bd. Vols. 
 
 Restrictions:  Open to researchers under the rules and regulations of the Louise Pettus Archives & 
Special Collections at Winthrop University. 
 
 Literary Rights:  For information concerning literary rights please contact the Louise Pettus Archives & 
Special Collections at Winthrop University. 
 
 Notices were released to the following journals and catalogs: NUCMC on 23 October 1979. (See 
collection control file for any additional notices.) 
 
 Scope and Content Note:  The William Barnett and Sons Company was founded in 1780 in 
Philadelphia by Bartholomew Bussier and was replaced to be the first starch factory in the United States. 
In 1817 the firm was sold by his heirs to Thomas Barnett, who had been manager, and the company 
remained in the Barnett family until its dissolution in 1967. The growth of the laundry industry 
prompted the company to discontinue the manufacture of wheat starch in 1916, and to devote all effort to 
the sale of many products used by laundries, dry cleaners, hospitals, and various industries, including the 
distribution of starches. The collection dates from 1873-1975 and includes a history, correspondence, 
minutes, reports, wills, deeds, financial ledgers, invoices, tax records, trust fund records, stock records, 
certificates, and photographs. About three fourths of the collection consists of financial records. The 
records also include much information on the Harmony Fire Company Stock Association and on the 
estates of Sellers Hoffman, Hannah R. Hoffman, and Grace Hoffman Barnett, wife of William Barnett, 
Jr. 
 
 Transfer of Items: None. 
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II 
 
DESCRIPTION OF SERIES 
 
Box(es)  Folder(s) Series         Year(s) 
 
1 1 HISTORY AND RELATED RECORDS     1953 
Consists of a letter detailing the history of the company and a program 
of the Philadelphia National Bank’s 150th anniversary dinner honoring 
organizations in existence at the time of its founding.  
 
1 2 CORRESPONDENCE AND RELATED RECORDS   1958-1964, 1973- 
Consists of correspondence concerning the Yeadon School District, 1975 
stocks and bonds, and the American Federation of Labor. In 
chronological order.  
 
1 3-6 TAX RECORDS        1962-1967 
Consists of the company’s tax receipts, information returns, wage and 
tax statements, net income reports, and foreign excise tax reports. In 
general chronological order. 
 
2 7-9 PAYROLL REGISTERS       1962-1967 
Consists of records of salaries paid to and taxes deducted from 
employees of the company. In chronological order.  
 
2-3 10-11 UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION REPORTS AND RELATED 1962-1967  
RECORDS 
Consists of instruction sheets, quarterly wage and contribution reports, 
and employer’s reports for unemployment compensation. In general 
chronological order. 
 
3 12 SOCIAL SECURITY RECORDS      1963-1967 
Consists of monthly lists of employee social security benefits for the 
period listed. In chronological order. 
 
3 13 PENSION FUND RECORDS      1963-1967 
Consists of monthly reports of the Union Local #169 and Employers 
Joint Pension Fund. 
 
3-6 14-24 FINANCIAL LEDGERS       1873-1878, 1885- 
1916, 1927-1973 
 
   64 Bd Vols. Consists of Petty Cash ledgers, merchandise books, stock ledgers, general 
journals, accounts ledgers, cash disbursement books, and various other 
financial ledgers. In general chronological order.  
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II 
 
DESCRIPTION OF SERIES (cont.) 
 
Box(es)  Folder(s) Series         Year(s) 
 
6 25-26 RECORDS OF THE HARMONY FIRE COMPANY STOCK  1873-1922 
   2 Bd. Vols. ASSOCIATION 
Consists of minutes of the stockholders and Board of Directors 
meetings, stock certificates, receipts, and correspondence relating to 
William Bernett and Sons interest in the Harmony Fire Company 
Stock Association. In chronological order.  
 
6 27 RECORDS RELATING TO THE DISSOLUTION OF WILLIAM  1967-1969 
BARNETT AND SONS COMPANY 
Consists of correspondence, a certificate of dissolution and 
withdrawal, an agreement of sales of assets, and an inventory and 
appraisement of machinery and equipment. In chronological order. 
 
7 28-32 RECORDS RELATING TO THE ESTATE HANNAH R. HOFFMAN 1934-1959 
Consists of correspondence, a will, tax records, receipts, and invoices 
concerning the estate of Hannah R. Hoffman (the Yeason Land Trust). 
Benjamin R. Hoffman, Sellers H. Barnett, and William Barnett 3
rd
 
appointed executors and trustees of the estate. In chronological order.  
 
8 33 CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO THE ESTATE OF SELLERS 1953-1960 
HOFFMAN 
Consists mainly of letters concerning the trust for Benjamin R. 
Hoffman, but also includes appraisals and general correspondence. In 
chronological order. 
 
8 34-37 REALTY RECORDS RELATING TO THE ESTATE OF SELLERS 1948-1959 
HOFFMAN 
Consists of correspondence related to the sale, rent and upkeep of 
property on Laurel and Holly Roads, Yeadon, Pennsylvania. Also 
included are deeds, receipts, invoices, receipts, personal property 
returns, and tax records. In chronological order.  
 
9 38-41 FINANCIAL RECORDS RELATING TO THE ESTATE OF  1939-1973 
SELLERS HOFFMAN 
Includes trust fund records for Benjamin R. Hoffman and Grace 
Hoffman Barnett. Sellers Barnett and William Barnett, 3
rd
, trustees, 
and schedules of distribution, invoices, receipts, personal property 
returns, and tax records. In chronological order.  
 
William Barnett And Sons Company Records, Acc 217 
Manuscript Collection, Winthrop University Archives 
 
 
 5 
II 
 
DESCRIPTION OF SERIES (cont.) 
 
Box(es)  Folder(s) Series         Year(s) 
 
10 42 ESTATE OF GRACE HOFFMAN BARNETT    1960-1961, nd 
Consists of deeds, tax records, stocks, affidavit of personal property, 
property plans in Yeadon Borough, Delaware County, Pa., and a copy 
of the will of Grace Hoffman Barnett, wife of William Barnett, Jr. In 
chronological order. 
 
10 43 TRUST FUND RECORDS OF MARGARET C. HOFFMAN  1973-1974 
Consists of correspondence, income accounts, tax returns, and receipts 
relating to the trust fund for Margaret C. Hoffman. In chronological 
order. 
 
10 44-45 PHOTOGRAPHS        1896, 1925-1936, nd 
Mainly family photos but there are also some business photographs. In 
chronological order. 
